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Space Equations in
the Tenters’ Triangle.
A corner house built by Dublin Corporation in 1922 in
the ‘Tenters’, Dublin 8, has been extended with clever
geometries that maximise space in a tricky triangular site.

02. The curved utility room wall, clad in a dark green tongue and groove timber

Client Must-Haves

+ Have a generously sized
kitchen and generally
make this small house
feel much bigger.
+ Connect to the eastfacing back garden
and west-facing
front garden, while
maintaining privacy.
+ Work with the
particular character
of these 1920s former
corporation houses.

01. The new extension is a multi-purpose space

The clients, a couple, approached
Robert Bourke Architects with a
simple and open brief; to create
a new kitchen-dining-living space
with a better connection to the
garden, as well as a downstairs
WC, utility and bike storage area.
Their house is located in one of Dublin’s
oldest former industrial areas, the Tenters,
whose name derives from the linen
industry in the 1600s, where linens were
hung out to dry on tenterhooks. The
home is poised on a corner site, and the
existing ground floor badly negotiated
the complex geometries of the triangular
plot, failing to take advantage of usable
floor area. By keeping the layout of
the existing house and demolishing
the garage to the side, the architects
completely transformed the ground floor
to generate a series of fluid yet distinct
zones, generated by subtle structures,
boundaries and finishes.

From triangle to rectangle
Having originally trained as an engineer
before turning to architecture, Robert
Bourke’s approach is purpose-driven.
The demolition of the garage allowed the
plan to be extended to fill the gap at the
side of the house and wrap around the
back, following the existing geometries
of the site. The entrance to the kitchen
remains on axis from the front door, but
the kitchen itself has been opened up to a
dining area at the rear, and to the front to
a living/lounge. This connected space runs
from the front of the house to the back
and benefits from two points of access,
providing multiple ways to get from one
room to another. New walls have been
added perpendicular to the neighbouring
boundary at the front and parallel with the
existing house at the back, connecting the
front and rear gardens through generous
glazed openings. These walls establish
rectangular shapes for the new rooms,
while the ancillary spaces such as the bike
store and downstairs WC/utility are able
to absorb any left over, awkward angles of
the tapering site.
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03. The demolition of the garage gave way for the new extension
04. Clever geometries maximise space in a tricky triangular site
05. The curved wall eases the transition between kitchen and dining area,
and allows for the discovery of the rear of the house
06. The original fireplace
07. A well-considered brick detail adds to the built quality of this home
08. The wood burning stove acts as a focal point

Windows
Teroco

Kitchen
Terry

Fireplace
Clifford’s Fireplaces

Brick
Ibstock

Structural changes
No building project is clear cut, and when the
builders started digging down, they realised
that the solid ground beneath the top soil was
actually quite far below the surface. As a result,
the foundations had to be much deeper than
originally intended. This forced a change from
strip to raft foundations, but that allowed for
the installation of underfloor heating. A steel
frame and Irish spruce joists form the new roof
construction, and double up as the structure for
a first floor bedroom, should one be desired in
the future. “That sets out the geometry for the
layout of the rafters, but it also creates a pattern
that is exposed internally. The ceiling structure
is necessary to build the roof, but more thought
was put into the arrangement of the rafters
to make them a decorative feature,” Bourke
explains.

Highlights and new delights
The new extension is full of surprises. The
curved utility room wall, clad in a dark green
tongue and groove timber, eases the transition
between kitchen and dining area, and allows for
the discovery of the rear of the house. “Curves
aren’t really used that much, but they made
sense here because it’s about flowing space.
Rounded corners can be nice to walk past, like
on buildings in medieval towns,” says Bourke.
The fully glazed wall to the garden invites light
in, offering a reward at the end of the journey
through the sequential spaces. The fluidity
of the rooms means that there is an inherent
flexibility within them, allowing for multiple
uses; dining, working, entertaining, exercising.
Careful details externally reference the local
context; quoins in black engineered brick pick
up those seen in the 1920s former corporation
houses of the area.

+ Architect's Top Tip
Always try to get the most out of the existing house and extend only
where necessary. Buildings and construction account for 39% of
global carbon emissions, so the most sustainable building is the one
that’s already built. When building new, ask your architect to consider
the embodied energy in the materials - the energy that goes into the
extraction, processing and transportation of the material. Also, try to
use long-lasting materials that can be reused or recycled in the future.

The new extension is
full of surprises. The
curved utility room
wall, clad in a dark
green tongue and
groove timber, eases
the transition between
kitchen and dining
area, and allows for
the discovery of the
rear of the house.”
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windows, doors and facades are available
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Ground floor plan

First floor plan
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01. Master Bedroom
02. Bedroom
03. Bathroom

Sitting Room
Store
Living Area
Kitchen
Dining Area
WC / Utility

About this Home
Robert Bourke Architects
studio@rba.ie | www.rba.ie

The practice was established by Robert Bourke in 2010 after
having worked in design-led practices in Amsterdam, Berlin,
London and Dublin. Work ranges from homes to community
buildings and places for education and work. The practice
has received many national awards and recognition
including RIAI Best Emerging Practice in 2014 and First Prize
in the Irish Planning Awards Participatory Design Category.
Projects are developed through an open, collaborative and
exploratory design process resulting in unique spaces of
character, integrity and material richness. RBA Architects
seek to create an architecture that is socially conscious,
environmentally responsible and timeless in its aesthetic.
Engineers - Denanny Reidy
Contractor - Creative Houseworx
Landscape - The Garden, Mark Grehan
Extension Size - 38m2
Project duration - 11 months
image. Anna Pierce, Robert Bourke and James Forbes
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